Chemistry and 

Honors Chemistry                              PROJECT, Consumer Chemistry
You are to become an expert in one practical application in chemistry which is used by consumers.  You will:

• identify a consumer product and find out how it works.  

• prepare a 2-page minumum paper (total of at least 1200 words) that will explain the chemistry behind the application and how the chemistry is used by the consumer.   Include your references, including web-pages.  Remember the rule:  if you copy something and don't give credit, that's plagarism; if you cite your source, that's a reference, which is OK.

• make an informational presentation (i.e., a poster, video, power-point, computer program, etc.).  A class session will be devoted to a "poster session" when the whole class will walk around the room and examine each presentation.  Your informational media must stand alone so that it needs no further explanation to classmates and can be viewed while others are being viewed.  You must also include a hands-on demo for students to perform , samples to manipulate,or photos of what it does.  Or, if you want to use another method of presentation, see me.

This is a chemistry class so you must explain the chemistry.  Show and use chemical molecules, structures, formulas, equations whenever possible.  You must define all terms.  You are also encouraged to use drawings, diagrams, pictures for clarity.  Your text will probably be useful (use the index), and our library has many excellent references.  This is near the end of the school year, so you are expected to do a much more thorough job of explaining the chemistry.

Point breakdown is:


Written paper (include references):
25 points


Presentation (including demo)

20 points


Overall work and effort


20 points

TOTAL VALUE:  65 points

You may work alone or with ONE other person (no more than 2 people per group).  

Topics may include:

home medical test kits




making paper


crystals

perfumes and fragrances



batteries or electroplating
paints


plastics (look under this word in the Yellow Pages)
photography






fabric dying (natural; tie-dying, etc.)


cooking


art materials, such as pottery, glazes, clay, patinas (metal coatings)etc.





test kits, such as Radon test kits, lead testing kits, swimming pools, aquariums, etc.


consumer substances, such as epoxies, toothpaste, dyes, permanents, cosmetics, hair dyes, perms, etc.

toys such as magic rocks, pop rocks, poppers, color-change pens, etc.

new materials such as LED's, UV sensitive dyes, piezio devices, memory metal (braces, glasses frames), etc.

TOPICS NOT APPROPRIATE INCLUDE ALCOHOL, DRUGS, EXPLOSIVES.
You are encouraged to get out into the stores and explore what is available; you will be surprised what you find.  Be creative in your selection.  In order to avoid duplication within a class section, students must sign up and get permission before being allowed to select a project.  Once you have determined your project, you are to write up and hand in a preliminary description of purpose and procedure.

Important Dates (points will be lost for missed deadlines):

•
Tues., April 20 (Classes 3, 5, 6), Wed., April 21 (Class 7):  last day to choose topic. 

•
Thurs., April 29 (Classes 3, 5, 6) or Fri., April 30 (Class 7):  project proposal due.  Include description of your demo/show & tell/hands-on and give a beginning description of what you have found so far.

•
Thurs., May 20 (Classes 5 & 7) or Fri., May 21 (Classes 3 & 6):  Final project and presentation due.

You or your partner must be present on the due date in order to share your information with the class.  There will be no make-up poster sessions.
